■  Technical  Appliance  Corporation 

(TACO),  a  subsidiary  of  General 
instrument  Corp.,  supplied  the 
VHF/UHF  antenna  system  now  be¬ 
ing  used  on  the  USCGC  Eagle,  a 
Coast  Guard  Bark  which  was  one  of 
the  “tall  ships”  that  recently  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Bicentennial  tribute 
race  from  Bermuda  to  Newport, 
R.I..  according  to  Mr.  A.  F.  Potter, 
Vice  President  and  General  Man¬ 
ager  of  the  company. 

Coast  Guard  sources  stated:  “On 
a  sailing  ship  like  the  USCGC 
Eagle,  space  is  at  a  premium.  And 
we  selected  TACO's  model  D-2218 
antenna  because  it  was  easy  to  in¬ 
stall  high  in  the  ship's  rigging  and 
requires  relatively  little  space.  Yet 
it  offers  a  VHF  communications 
antenna  system  completely  ade¬ 
quate  for  an  ocean-going  vessel  of 
this  size.” 

The  compact,  needle-shaped 
TACO  model  D-2218  is  an  omni¬ 
directional  ground-to-ground, 
ground-to-air  antenna  assembly 
which  is  168  1/4"  high  and  weighs 
16  lbs.  Fitting  into  a  small  base,  it 
incorporates  VHF/UHF/VHF  di- 


pK^le  antennas  arranged  in  a  collinear 
manner,  each  dipole  operating  inde¬ 
pendently  with  a  high  degree  of 
isolation.  This  eliminates  or  mini¬ 
mizes  the  need  to  disperse  several 
antennas  horizontally,  and  thus 
eliminates  large  structures,  high 
interaction  and  ambiguities  in  the 
radiation  characteristics. 

In  the  Eagle’s  system,  the  two 
VHE  dipole  antennas  operate  in 
conjunction  with  two  on-board 
VHF  radios,  allowing  constant  con¬ 
tact  with  the  Coast  Guard  VHF 
network  which  follows  the  coasts 
and  major  rivers  of  the  United 
States.  The  second  radio  is  used  as 
a  back-up  when  the  first  is  already 
in  use.  The  UHF  dipole  is  used 
strictly  for  air  communications. 

The  Eagle's  entire  TACO  antenna 
system  is  an  extremely  efficient 
aid  in  search  and  rescue  operations, 
designed  to  operate  under  nearly 
any  environmental  conditions.  It 
was,  in  fact,  helpful  in  the  June 
1976  rescue  of  two  people  whose 
sailing  vessel  lost  its  mast  off  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina.  With  its 
modem  antenna  system,  the  vintage 


craft  Eagle  was  able  to  work  in 
cooperation  with  Coast  Guard  air 
and  sea  rescue  teams,  and  help  the 
stranded  people  to  safety. 

For  further  information,  contact: 
A.  F.  Potter,  Vice  President  and 
General  Manager.  Technical  Appli¬ 
ance  Corporation,  I  TACO  Street, 
Sherburne,  N.Y.  13460. 


The  USCG  Eagle. 
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Why  SIGNAL? 


Here  are  several  good  reasons  why 
an  AFCEA-SitiNAi  membership  is  of 
importance  to  you. 

•  Representing  industry,  govern¬ 
ment  and  all  the  military  services, 
AFCEA  creates  a  congenial  climate 
for  the  members  of  the  civilian-mili¬ 
tary  team  to  discuss  and  solve  prob¬ 
lems  of  mutual  interest. 


•  SitiNAi  Magazine  provides  its 
readers  with  the  best  information  on 
timely  subjects  and  major  develop¬ 
ments  of  professional  interest  in  the 
communications,  electronics  and  photo¬ 
graphic  fields. 


•  SitiNAi  gives  its  advertisers  an 
opportunity  to  present  facts  about 
services,  products  and  achievements 
to  a  specialized  audience. 


•  The  AFCEA  Convention  guaran¬ 
tees  a  top  side  audience  to  hear  pre¬ 
sentations  of  technical  papers  on 
the  latest  communications-electronics 
achievements,  and  to  view  an  entire 
display  of  products  and  services  in  an 
atmosphere  of  masterfully  co-ordi¬ 
nated  technical  trade  show. 
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